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When planning your layout, first consider all possible elements to include on it like: north arrow, legend, authorship and so on. Question
every element’s purpose: is it necessary? Say no to clutter. Logos can be garish. The map title should state your
main point. Consider including metadata like date and network path; use small gray italic text for them. To arrange elements,
start with a sketch or emphasis map. Don’t dumb-down your map but do make it readable. Balance is still in but

blocky is out.

Everyone will have something to say about your color choices — don’t take it personally. Analogous colors create a sub-
dued, quiet effect. Complementary colors are ostentatious and attention grabbing. Polychrome colors need to be chosen carefully
to make sure they don’t clash. Neutrals are in right now. Seek color palette inspiration in unique places: book covers, website de-
signs, photographs, painter’s leaflets and so on. Our eyes can’t distinguish more than 5 shades of the same hue.

Water-related features are usually, but not always, blue. Population center points are displayed using symbol levels: larger, more
prominent symbols for the bigger cities. Features with non-static geographic boundaries can be displayed with squiggly
lines, colors that fade toward the edges or dotted lines. Use thicker lines for every fifth or tenth contour on contour
maps. Hypsometric tinting creates a color gradient that follows contours. Look up standard symbols for land use, land cover, soils,

and geology features before creating your own.
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